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News 
 

Welcome to the New Holland Journal! 
 
For those who do not know already, besides the Netherlands we can also organize 
private tours through Belgium. We know that many clients are interested in a 
combination tour, the Netherlands with Belgium.  
Besides the tours we also have excellent rates for hotels throughout Belgium and you 
can contact us for private transfers. 
 
Because of our excellent rates and itineraries, we are getting more and more requests 
for pre and post cruise tours or one-day tours when they ship is docked in Amsterdam 
or Rotterdam. Please contact us if you have clients (individuals or groups) who require 
those kind of tours. We can also arrange transfers from and to the cruise terminals. 
 

 
Royal Palace Amsterdam (Paleis op de Dam) 

 
In 1648 Amsterdam was the most powerful trading nation in the world.  
Many people went to Amsterdam and for that reason the population increased 
intensely. The old gothic Town Hall was no longer up to its task and the mayor asked 
the architect Jacob van Campen to create a new Town Hall. The most important rooms 
were decorated with paintings by artists like Rembrandt, Ferdinand Bol and Govert 
Flinck (some of them are still to be seen). The famous “Night Watch” by Rembrandt was 
also painted for the Town Hall. Though far from ready, the town hall opened its doors 
for business in 1655. The citizens of Amsterdam proudly referred to it as “The Eighth 
Wonder of the World”. 
 
In 1808, the French occupied the Netherlands. Napoleon’s brother, Louis Napoleon, 
was king of the Netherlands, actually our first king! The entire administration was 
moved out of the building. However, given the poor state of the country’s economy, it 
seemed wiser not to relocate the Exchange Bank. But, a Palace with an Exchange 
Bank on its premises was certainly something out of the ordinary. The lavish interior 
and furnishings tells you how the Town Hall was transformed from what was essentially 
an office complex into a Palace in the French Empire style.  
 
Louis Napoleon didn’t last long as king of Holland. In 1813 Prince Willem of Orange, 
later King Willem I, returned the Palace to the city of Amsterdam. While he was King, he 
had no official place in Amsterdam. The official residence for the King was in The 
Hague. King Willem I really wanted a residence in the capital city and the city of 
Amsterdam agreed to grant him the use of the building. That is still the situation now 
days. The Palace is used for state visits, the Queen New Years reception and other 
official functions. 
 
In 2009, after a major renovation several rooms where opened to the public.  
The exterior is still being restored today. Inside you can see the imposing Citizens Hall, 
the Mayor Departure, the Alderman Hall and the Vroedschapskamer. All magnificent 
halls, which still are used for official events. The Palace has the largest collection of 
Empire furniture outside France. Louis Napoleon left almost everything behind.  
 
Open daily from Noon until 5pm, In July and August from 11am. 
When the Queen or other members of the Royal family need to use the Palace it will be 
closed, like the Queen’s New Years reception and Memorial Day. Entrance fees Euro 
7,50 for adults and Euro 6,50 for children up to 16 years. www.paleisamsterdam.nl  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Van Gogh Museum Amsterdam closing for 6 months 
 

The Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam will close its door for 6 months due to a major 
renovation. This renovation is necessary for the building and the safety of the visitors as 
well as the art. 
 
About 75 paintings, some work on paper and letters of Vincent van Gogh will be on 
display in the Hermitage Amsterdam from September 29, 2012 until February 3, 2013. 
Together with the display “The Work of Vincent van Gogh”, the Hermitage will have an 
exhibition of French Impressionists from the 17th century.  
All these artworks will come from the Hermitage in St. Petersburg. www.hermitage.nl 
 
The doors of the Van Gogh Museum will open in 2013, 40 years after the opening and 
the 160th birth year of Vincent van Gogh. www.vangoghmuseum.nl 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bel Air Hotel The Hague 

 
The Bel Air Hotel in The Hague is ideally situated in between the city centre and the 
beach resort Scheveningen. The Hotel is steps away from the World Forum Convention 
centre, the ICTY, Europol and other international organisations.  
 
The Hotel is also steps away from the “Gemeentehuis Museum” (important for 2012 
due to the works from the Maurits House Museum), the Photo Museum and Museon. 
 
Shopping at “The Fred” and numerous restaurants are within minutes of the Hotel. 
The harbor and beach Scheveningen are at 20-minutes walking distance.  
 
The 327 rooms and suites on the Westside offer a view of the ocean and on the 
Eastside the lovely The Hague skyline. 
 
The Hotel has the latest in meeting and conference facilities, the trendy Purple 
restaurant, authentic Embassy Jazz Bar, Bar Lounge, a fitness room and private 
parking. www.belairhotel.nl  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace Bruges Belgium 

 
Bruges is a fairytale UNESCO World Heritage City, famous for its lace and chocolates, 
romantic canals with legendary swans and historic towers looming over the picturesque 
cobble stoned streets. 
 
The 15th century Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace, the former ducal residence is 
centrally located, steps away from the market square and 10-minutes from the 
Beguinage and the Groeninge Museum. The Hotel is surrounded by shops and 
restaurants. 
 
The picturesque castle includes a spa and 93 rooms and suites with classically elegant 
décor and luxurious 5-star facilities. The air conditioned rooms in the main part of the 
castle include high ceilings and original features. All of the rooms have a mini bar, work 
desk and a spacious marble bathroom.  
 
During the summer guests can enjoy a high tea out on the terrace overlooking the 
extensive garden. Bar “Atelier” serves coffee or cocktails in a casual setting with 
comfortable armchairs. Restaurant “Manuscript” offers refined Belgian cuisine which 
showcases seasonal ingredients. 
 
The spa features an indoor pool, steam bath, sauna and a gym. Guests can enjoy a 
range of relaxing treatments including body scrubs, facials and massages. 
www.kempinski.com/bruges  
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