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News 
 

It has been a crazy year, which have led to not sending out our monthly Holland Journal. 
Our apology! 
 
For 2015 I would like to give you some important information, which makes it a lot better for your clients to 
travel through the Netherlands, especially in Amsterdam. 
 
Each year the lines at the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam are getting longer and longer.  
At some point visitors experienced three hours waiting before getting inside. Make sure you have online 
tickets for your clients if they are not going on tour with The Dutch Travel advisor.  
 
Keep in mind that tours, arranged through The Dutch Travel advisor never experience waiting at any 
museum / sight in the Netherlands and Belgium because we always have direct access. 
 
The famous flower exhibit Keukenhof, with the theme “Van Gogh” will be open between March 20 and 
May 17, 2015. Depending on the weather conditions, the peak of the flowers will always be around the 2nd 
or 3rd week of April. The Dutch Travel advisor will always honestly advise clients if it is still a wise decision 
to visit the Keukenhof, this because we do not like disappointments. For this reason we normally do not 
visit the Keukenhof in May, while others keep on selling it through to the very end, disappointments or not 
they do not care. 
 
The Dutch Travel advisor is not only your specialist for off the beaten path tours through the Netherlands 
but you can also contact us for tours through Belgium or a combination of both countries, which is a 
popular thing to do.  
 
In 2014 several New Hotels including the Waldorf Astoria opened their doors in Amsterdam and word is 
going that also the Four Seasons is looking for a suitable building. Each hotel in Amsterdam has its 
advantages and disadvantages. The Dutch Travel advisor is happy to advise the right hotel for your clients.  
  
Note that we don’t accept US Dollar checks in the Netherlands. Also cash US Dollars can be a problem.  
At Schiphol Airport you can exchange US Dollars into Euro’s at a reasonable exchange rate. Cash money 
from the ATM machine is the least expensive method and of course Credit Cards are widely accepted.  
 

 
VIP Service at Amsterdam Schiphol Airport 

 
Amsterdam Schiphol Airport offers a VIP service, for those clients who like to avoid the 
rush in the terminal. 
 
Offering privacy, a quiet atmosphere and personal service, the VIP centre is the most 
exclusive way to travel at Schiphol. No matter which class or with which airline you are 
flying, the VIP service can be booked for arrival, transit and departure transfers. 
 
From the moment you arrive at the VIP centre, the staff will take care of everything, 
from following your flight on your behalf, check-in, security checks, baggage transport 
and passport formalities, while you enjoy a drink and a bite in one of the (private) 
lounges. 
 
You can book the VIP Service through The Dutch Travel advisor, which can also 
include VIP transfers to any destination within the Netherlands or from any destination 
within the Netherlands to the VIP service centre at Amsterdam Schiphol Airport.  
 

 
 

 
 



 
Did you know? 

 
The Dutch Travel advisor is able to open up doors that for others are closed. 
A few examples. 
 
-Have a typical Dutch lunch at a family home, meet the family and see how they live. 
 
-Have an informal cook workshop / dinner at a family home. Eat and drink around the 
family table and hear the stories of their daily life. 
 
-Have a workshop cheese making at a local non-touristy farm. Make cheese from 
scratch and take it back home. See the farm with the farmer and you will be amazed 
about the high advanced milking robot.  
 
-Visit one of the private growers. Learn about local family companies and see blooming 
flowers like roses, hydrangeas, tulips, chrysanthemums, orchids and lots more.  
 
-Visit private mansions in Amsterdam. How did the rich merchant families live in the 17th 
century and see the spectacular gardens, which is Amsterdam’s best-kept secret. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Philips Wing Rijksmuseum Amsterdam Reopened 

 
Late Rembrandt at the Rijksmuseum’s Philips Wing 2015 

 
Following the re-opening to the main Rijksmuseum in 2013, the completely renovated 
Philips Wing reopened on November 1, 2014. The Philips Wing is dedicated for 
housing large and small temporary exhibitions. A à la carte restaurant and a café 
featuring an outdoors terrace has also been added.  
 
For the first time, the Rijksmuseum will present a major retrospective of Rembrandt van 
Rijn’s later work, a period in which the painter experimented with graphic and painting 
techniques. In collaboration with The National Gallery in London, the exhibition “Late 
Rembrandt” presents a comprehensive overview of the Master’s work from around 
1652 until his death in 1669. The paintings he produced during these years are among 
his most celebrated, and continue to define the lasting influence of the painter on 
modern audiences. The paintings and drawings in the exhibitions are drawn from 
leading museums and private collections from across Europe and the USA. 
 
Due to this special exhibition we expect extra crowds at the Rijksmuseum between 
February 12 and May 17, 2015. For this exhibition separate entrance tickets are 
required. Besides direct access, the Dutch Travel advisor always plans the best time to 
visit the Rijksmuseum, which is always at or just after opening. 
 
The Rijksmuseum is open every day of the year between 9am and 5pm. 
www.rijksmuseum.nl  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Van Gogh Museum Redesigned Exhibit and New Entrance 

 
As from the summer of 2015, you will be entering the Van Gogh Museum through the 
newly created glass entrance building, located on Museum Square that beautifully 
complements the exhibition wing created in 1999 by Kisho Kurokawa Architect and 
Associates. 
 
Discover what Vincent wanted to express in the redesigned exhibit of Van Gogh 
Museum’s collection. 
 
In the new layout, you step directly into Van Gogh’s world. You obviously see his 
masterpieces like the Potato Eaters and the Bedroom, but also his drawings and letters. 
You discover the ideas and ambitions behind his art. Van Gogh experienced life and the 
world intensely and wanted his art to portray the great themes of life, such as anxiety, 

 
 

 
 



suffering, love and hope. You follow the on-going search of an artist who was constantly 
trying to improve himself. In this way, you get a new view of an artist you thought you 
knew. 
 
The Van Gogh Museum is open every day of the year between 9am and 5pm.  
On Friday open until 10pm! www.vangoghmuseum.nl  
 

 
 

 
2015 The Van Gogh Year  

 
The Van Gogh Year 2015 (125 years after his death) is being celebrated in four 
countries with prominent exhibitions and cultural events, such as Van Gogh versus 
Munch in the Van Gogh Museum between September 25, 2015 and January 17, 2016. 
 
Other special exhibits are: 
 
-Van Gogh in the Borinage, the birth of an artist at the Museum of Fine Arts in Mons, 
Belgium between January 24 and May 17, 2015. 
 
-Design from the Country of The Potato Eaters at the Noordbrabants Museum in ‘s-
Hertogenbosch between January 24 and April 26, 2015. 
 
-Van Gogh & Co at the Kröller Müller Museum in Otterlo between April 25 and 
September 27, 2015. 
 
The Kröller-Müller Museum presents around 50 works by Van Gogh from various 
periods. His paintings and drawings are combined with works from his contemporaries 
of the museum’s collection. You can draw parallels and discover how Van Gogh 
approached genres like still life, landscape and portrait painting. www.kmm.nl  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Frick Collection at the Mauritshuis Museum in The Hague 

 
The Mauritshuis Museum in The Hague reopened in 2014 after an extensive 
renovation is the home to the very best Dutch Golden Age paintings.  
The compact, yet world-renowned collection is housed in a 17th century building. 
Masterpieces such as Vermeer’s Girl with a Pearl Earring, The Anatomy lesson of Dr. 
Tulp by Rembrandt, The Goldfinch by Fabritius and The Bull by Potter are on 
permanent display in the intimate rooms.  
 
More than two hundred top works from Dutch and Flemish masters are on display in the 
historic yet intimate interior, with its silken wall covering, sparkling chandeliers and 
monumental painted ceilings. Genre paintings by Jan Steen, landscapes by Jacob van 
Ruisdael, still lives by Adrian Coorte and portraits by Rubens offer a rich and varied 
representation of the best 17th century Dutch and Flemish painting. 
 
The Mauritshuis offers temporary exhibitions in the Art Deco Style Royal Dutch Shell 
Wing, connected to the historic building by a light-filled underground foyer, which 
houses the main entrance, a restaurant and the museum shop. 
 
The Frick Collection between February 5 and May 10, 2015. 
With 36 works on loan from the Frick Collection in New York, this exhibition is a must 
see. Never before has such a large group from this museum’s collection been lent 
elsewhere. It features masterpieces from the 13th through 19th century, including 
paintings, drawings, sculptures and decorative arts. Masters such as Cimabue, Van 
Eyck, Memling, Reynolds and Gainsborough, artists that are not, or barely, represented 
in Dutch public collections. It provides insight into the collection and background of the 
Frick Collection and its legendary founder, the wealthy steel magnate Henry Clay Frick 
(1849 -1919). 
 
The Mauritshuis Museum is open daily between 10am and 6pm.  
Monday from 1pm and Thursday until 8pm. www.mauritshuis.nl  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
North Seas Jazz Festival 2015 

 
The 1st edition of the North Sea Jazz Festival (1976) took place in The Hague.  
Some facts of those early days; six venues, three hundred artists and about nine 
thousand visitors. In this very first festival year internationally renowned jazz legends 
performed, such as Sarah Vaughan, Count Basie, Dizzy Gillespie and Stan Getz, as 
well as most Dutch avant-garde artists. 
 
In 2006, the festival moved to its current, bigger location in Rotterdam AHOY.  
In 2015 the organization expects more than a thousand musicians, spread out over 150 
performances and 13 different stages and can be called one of the leading jazz festivals 
in the world. Though the numbers of visitors were between 65.000 and 70.000 in recent 
years, the festival still manages to retain its intimate character. 
 
It was just announced that Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga will preform on July 10, 2015. 
Although the rest program for 2015 is still unknown, the past learned that the best 
performers where on stage like Stevie Wonder, Al Jerreau, Pharell Williams, Robin 
Thicke, Sheila E., Joss Stone, Natalie Cole, Norah Jones, Katie Melua, Erykah Badu 
and many others. 
 
The 2015 North Sea Jazz Festival will take place on July 10, 11 and 12, 2015. 
Pre tickets are required and because they will be sold out months in advance we 
suggest to buy them soonest through www.northseajazz.com/en/  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Rotterdam Architecture City and Must See City 2014 / 2015 

 
The NEW Market Hall 

 
According to the New York Times and the Rough Guide, Rotterdam is one of the must 
see cities for 2014 / 2015. And it really it! https://en.rotterdam.info/visitors/  
 
The Dutch Travel advisor offers exclusive city / architecture tours through the 
architectural city of the Netherlands. Buildings like the Van Nelle Factory, House 
Solleveld are examples of the renewed architecture in the period right after the War.  
In the 80’s and 90’s it received it definite status with the Cube Homes of Piet Blom, the 
Art Hall Museum by Rem Koohaas and the Netherlands Architecture Institute.  
 
With a lot of courage and bravery the city began cleaning up the old harbor areas to 
living and work areas. Symbol is the Erasmus Bridge from 1996, which attached the 
harbor area “Kop van Zuid” Head of South to the city centre. 
 
As Rotterdam keeps op developing, you can nowadays find some spectacular buildings 
like the Rotterdam by Rem Koolhaas (largest structure in the Netherlands), the Red 
Apple by KCAP Architects with the famous Dutch interior designer Jan des Bouvrie and 
of course the recently opened Market Hall. 
 
The first indoor Market Hall in the Netherlands has opened its doors in Rotterdam. 
Stockholm, Barcelona, Valencia, Copenhagen, almost every large city has one: an 
indoor food market. A lively market hall, which is bursting at the seams with fresh fish, 
warm bread, tender meat, countless different cheeses and freshly harvested 
vegetables. 
  
A market where shopping is an experience and where you can go to enjoy a drink or 
grab a bite to eat. Open seven days a week, there will be food, food and more food 
under a spectacular horse shoe-shaped arch.  
From fresh fish to specialized poultry, from cappuccino to cheese, from Surinam to 
Zaandam, from ice cream to biological vegetables. Restaurants and cafes on the 
ground floor and the first floor, a supermarket and a spacious car park in the basement. 
http://markthalrotterdam.nl/en/  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



FAM / Educational Tour 2015: The Hague and Rotterdam 
 

The 2014 FAM / Educational Tour was a major success. 
Because many travel agents are interested in this FAM / Educational Tour, we have 
decided to organize another one for 2015. This time a shorter one with the focus on 
The Hague and Rotterdam. This tour is going to take place between September 27 
and October 2, 2015. More information will follow in a separate email.  
Already exited? Please send us an email for a pre sign up. 
info@thedutchtraveladvisor.com  
 

 
 

 
Happy Holidays 

 
I will be traveling for my annual holiday between December 30 and February 4, 2015. 
Although emails will be checked daily a response may be delayed.   
 
We would like to thank everybody for booking arrangements through The Dutch Travel advisor and we 
hope to continue our good relationship in 2015. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Dutch Travel advisor – The Hague – the Netherlands – Phone: +31-653556292 – Fax: +31-842206562 
 

www.thedutchtraveladvisor.com                                                info@thedutchtraveladvisor.com  
   

 


