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News 
 

Dear travel agent, 
 
A new Holland Journal with interesting sights and important news. 
 
The Dutch Travel advisor is coming to the USA between December 1st and 10, 2013 
visiting several travel agencies along the east coast. During our visit we will visit 
companies like Protravel International, Brownell Travel and Valerie Wilson Travel. 
 
In October 2014 we will organize a new FAM / Educational tour through the 
Netherlands. In December we are going to release this exiting itinerary.  
If you have an interest in joining the special tour, please send us an email. 
 
Mid 2014 the famous Mauritshuis Museum in The Hague will reopen after an 
extensive 2-years renovation, which includes adding part of an existing building, located 
opposite of the Mauritshuis. The new underground passage will connect the new wing 
with the historical building. More about the opening in the future Holland Journals. 
 
Please note for April 2014 bookings. 
Due to the abdication of Queen Beatrix, Queen’s Day (April 30) has changed. 
Queen’s Day changed into King’s Day (April 27), which would be a Sunday in 2014.  
So for 2014 only, King’s Day will be celebrated on Saturday April 26! 
King’s Day is a National Holiday. In every city there is music, many people in the streets 
and in, for example Amsterdam you can’t drive by car.  
Most shops, restaurants and even museums will be closed.  
It is nice to be part of this huge celebration but touring is not a good option for this day.  
 
Travelling with The Dutch Travel advisor secures that clients do not have to stand in 
line at the various sights, one of the many advantages we offer. 
 

 
Rembrandt: The Final Years at the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam 

 
Pre announcement: 
 
From February 12 until May 17, 2015, the Rijksmuseum will be presenting a 
retrospective of Rembrandt’s later work for the very first time. In collaboration with  
The National Gallery in London, the exhibition 'Rembrandt: The Final Years' presents 
a comprehensive overview of the Master’s work from around 1652 to his death in 1669.  
 
The paintings he produced during these years continue to define the image people 
have of Rembrandt the world over. Rembrandt experimented with graphic and painting 
techniques and succeeded in giving his work unprecedented depth. The paintings and 
drawings come from leading museums and private collections in Europe and the US. 
 
For the first time in over twenty years, the Rijksmuseum will again be organizing a 
Rembrandt exhibition, giving every generation the chance to renew its acquaintance 
with the great Master of the Golden Age. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Off the beaten path sights 
 

As you already know, we can do almost anything in the Netherlands with exception of 
those sights, which we can’t guarantee like entrance to international organizations and, 
like for example hot air ballooning.  
 
I would like to give you a few “off the beaten path” examples, which might attract your 
client’s attention. Contact us if you require more information. 
 
Exclusive Cheese making workshop (NEW) 
Seeing and tasting cheese is one thing but making your own cheese is very exiting. 
After the workshop you can take your own cheese back home. 
 
Private canal cruise through Amsterdam by historic Salon Boat. 
The way to get to know Amsterdam. We can add a nice lunch / high tea combination or 
even a 5-star dinner. The quality is high so you will be handled as a VIP or Celebrity. 
 
Backstage at flower auction Flora Holland. 
A visit to the largest flower auction, with daily more than 21 million cut flowers is 
spectacular. We take you backstage on the work floor and inside the auction room. 
 
Flying above the Netherlands (NEW) 
See the Netherlands from a different perspective.  
 
Exclusive visit to a grower. 
This could be a Rose, Hydrangea, Orchid, Tulip or any other grower with blooming 
flowers. There is even the possibility to have a farmer’s lunch at one of the growers! 
Something you will never find in any brochures!  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Van Gogh Museum Amsterdam 

 
Just reopened and already we are talking about the “new” renovation of the Van Gogh 
Museum in Amsterdam, starting 2014. 
 
In 2014 the main entrance of the museum will move to Museum Square where the 
temporary exhibit wing of the famous architect Kisho Kurokawa is located.  
With a glass addition to the present construction there will be a much larger entrance, 
direct access to the Kurokawa wing and a better connection to the Van Gogh exhibit 
area in the Rietveld wing.  
 
After opening, which is expected to be end of 2014 the Rijksmuseum, Stedelijk Museum 
and the Van Gogh Museum will have their entrance on Museum Square. 
 

 
 
 

 
Airborne Museum Oosterbeek 

 
The Airborne Museum “Hartenstein” in Oosterbeek is a museum dedicated to the 
battle “Operation Market Garden”, which started on September 17th 1944 and ended in 
the morning of September 26th. In the end, Operation Market Garden failed due to a 
combination of factors. The former “Hotel Hartenstein” was used as the headquarters of 
the British forces under the command of General-major Roy Urquhart.  
 
The Museum, officially opened by General-major Urquhart on May 11, 1978 shows a 
diverse and extensive collection of original weapons, uniforms and equipment, 
alongside interviews, pictures and videos about the “Operation”.  
 
In 2008, the museum temporarily closed due to an extensive renovation including 
adding a basement where you can experience the award-winning Airborne Experience, 
which depicts the area as it appeared during the battle.  
The museum also describes the German and civilian perspectives of the battle. 
 

 
 

 
 



The museum was reopened in September 2009, on the 65th anniversary of the Battle of 
Arnhem. Close to the museum you can find the Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery, 
where several hundred of the Allied casualties are buried.  
 
Open daily from 10am until 5pm, Sunday and public holidays from Noon until 5pm. 
Entrance fee Euro 8,50. 
Children up to 13 years pay Euro 4,00, up to 18 years Euro 5,50. 
www.airbornemuseum.nl  
 

 
 

 

 
Andaz Hotel Amsterdam 

 
Let Andaz Amsterdam be the starting point of your unique personalized Amsterdam 
experience. The five-star boutique hotel provides you with a unique refreshing taste of 
Amsterdam. Reflecting its lively and distinctive surroundings through the design of 
renowned local designer Marcel Wanders, Andaz Amsterdam Prinsengracht hotel offers 
not merely a place to come home to and relax, but a place that will energize and 
inspire. 
 
Set on the site of the former Public Library on the Prinsengracht (Prince’s Canal) part of 
the iconic city’s ring of canals, the 122-room hotel is surrounded by the cultural scene of 
the lively Jordaan district and the charming Nine Streets, filled with unique specialty 
shops and trendy fashion boutiques.   
 
The 122 artistically inspired, stylish guestrooms come alive through modern Dutch 
history design. Feel at home with amenities such as complimentary snacks and non-
alcoholic drinks from the mini bar, local phone calls and Wi-Fi. 
 
Enjoy the social heart of the boutique art hotel with a cup of coffee or glass of wine in 
the Andaz Lounge, or discover the signature cocktails in the Bluespoon Bar.  
For an exciting culinary evening come to in-house restaurant Bluespoon where Chef 
Julien Piguets cuisine comes to life with only the finest and freshest local products.   
 
If it is relaxation that you desire, make your way to “The Spa” boasting a sauna and 
treatment rooms complemented by a fully equipped gym. 
www.amsterdam.prinsengracht.andaz.hyatt.com  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Musical Instruments Museum “Museum Speelklok” in Utrecht 

 
Musical Instruments Museum “Museum Speelklok” in Utrecht collects, preserves, 
presents and restores an extensive and internationally renowned array of self-playing 
mechanical musical instruments. The museum houses one of the world's foremost 
collections of automatic musical instruments and one of its major roles lies in spreading 
its knowledge of the collection to a wider audience. 
 
The museum was founded in 1956, following a successful exhibition entitled "From 
Musical Box to Street Organ". The museum opened its doors to the public in 1958, 
when its home was in a wing of what is now the St Catherine's Convent. 
 
The museum's aim was - and still is - to encourage interest in self-playing musical 
instruments. The large numbers of visitors to the museum confirmed that this aim was 
being achieved in practice from the very earliest days.  
The collection itself grew steadily and by 1971 it needed a larger home and moved to 
the former Main Post Office in Utrecht. The museum soon outgrew these premises as 
well, and in 1984 it moved to the fully restored “Neighbor Church”, itself dating from the 
Middle Ages, where the renamed Museum Speelklok is still to be found today.  
 
After major renovation work in 2004 and 2005, the building is now fully modernized and 
offers a welcoming environment for its visitors and a worthy home to the museum's 
collection of more than 1,100 instruments. 

 
 

 
 

 



 
Open Tuesday through Sunday between 10am and 5pm. 
Entrance fee Euro 9,50, children up to 12 years pay Euro 5,50. 
www.museumspeelklok.nl 
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